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Hegel on Shahnameh (Aesthetics, T.M. Knox trans. Volume Il Oxford, 1975), P.
1098.

(vy) The flower of Persian poetry, on the other hand, falls into the period of the new
civilization introduced when Mohammedanism transformed the Persian language
and the nation. But just at the beginning of this most beautiful blossoming we
encounter an epic poem which at least in its subject-matter takes us back to the
remotest past of the ancient Persian sagas and myths, and presents us with a
narrative proceeding all through the heroic ages right down to the last days of the
Sassanids. This comprehensive work, derived from the Bastanama, is

the Shahnama of Firdausi, the gardener’s son from Tus. Yet we cannot call even
this poem an epic proper because it does not have as its centre an individually self-
enclosed action. With the lapse of centuries there is no fixed costume in either
period or locality and, in particular, the oldest mythical figures and murkily confused
traditions hover in a fantastic world, and they are so vaguely expressed that we
often do not know whether we have to do with individuals or whole clans, while on
the other hand actual historical figures appear again. As a Mohammedan, the poet
had more freedom in the treatment of his material, yet precisely on account of this
freedom he lacked that firmness in individual pictures which distinguished the
original Arabian songs of the heroes, and owing to his distance from the long
disappeared world of the sagas he lacks that fresh air of immediate life which is

absolutely indispensable in a national epic.
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