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Human Rights in Iran: The Abuse of Cultural Relativism (University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2001).
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Pivot of the Universe: Nasir al-Din Shah Qajar and the Iranian Monarchy
(I.B. Tauris, 1997), Resurrection and Renewal: The Making of the Babi
Movement in Iran (Cornell University Press, 1989), lmaging the End:
Visions of Apocalypse from Ancient Middle East to Modern America (ed.)
(I. B. Tauris, 2002), Crowning Anguish. Memories of Taj al-Saltana fiom
the Harem to Modernity (Mage, 1993).
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Jewish ldentities in Iran: Resistance and Conversion to Islam and the
Baha'i Faith, 1. B. Tauris, 2011.

‘Prelude and Exile: Nationalism and Social Change in Contemporary Iran’
in R. Kelly (ed.) lrangeles: Iranians in Los Angeles (University of
California Press, 1998), ‘Iran Under the Late Qajars, 1948-1922" (co-
author) Cambridge History of Iran, vol. VII Cambridge University Press,
1991).
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Forugh Farrokhzad, Poet of Modern Iran: Iconic Woman and Feminine
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Hafiz and His Contemporaries: a study of fourteenth century Persian love
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Refashioning Iran: Orientalism, Occidentalism and  Nationalist
Historiography (Palgrave, 2001) and 7ajaddud-i bimi (vernacular
modernity) (2003).
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‘The Homeless texts of Persianate Modermity’ in lran-Between Tradition
and Modernity (Lexington Books, 2004); and ‘From Patriotism to
Matriotism: A Troplogical Study of Iranian Nationalism, 1870-1909’, in
IJMES. (2002).
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Religious Minorities in Iran (Cambridge University Press 2000) and 7he
Women’s Rights Movements 1n Iran: Mutiny, Appeasement, and
Repression from 1900 to Khomeini (Praeger, 1982).
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Societies and the Oxford Encyclopaedia of the Modern Islamic World.
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Iranian Politics and Religious Modernism: the liberation movement of Iran

under the Shah and Khomeini (Cornell University Press, 1990), Distant

Relations: Iran and Lebanon in the last 500 years (1.B. Tauris, 2006), and
co-editor of Sultanistic Regimes (John Hopkins University Press, 1998).
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Aus Politik und Zeitgeschitche, Deadalus, Diplomacy and Statecrafi,

Government and Opposition, International Journal of the History of Sport,

IJMES, Iranian Studies and Political Sciences Quarterly.
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‘The History and Provenance of an Early Manuscript of the Nuqtat al-kaf
(1851-52),” Iranian Studies (2004)
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Search for Values: Ethics in Baha’i Thought (co-editor) (Kalimat 2004);
Reason and Revelation: New Directions i Baha’i Thought (Kalimat,
2002); (Founder and co-editor) Baha’i Studies Review (1990-2002).
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An Introduction to Shi‘i Islam (Yale University Press 1985); The Babi and

Baha’i Faiths 1844-1944: Some Contemporary Western Accounts (George

Ronald, 1982); Selections fiom the Writings of Edward G. Browne on the

Babr and Baha’i Religions (ed.) (George Ronald, 1987) and T7he
Phenomenon of Religion (Oneworld, 1999).
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Encyclopaedia Iranica; Oxford Encyclopaedia of the Modern Islamic

World; IJMES, Iran, Iranian Studies and Religion.
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Ardd Wirdz Namag, the Iranian Divina Commedia (Curzon Press, London
1986); Dansk-Persisk Ordbog (Denmark 1986); Acta Iranica, vol. XII, (co-
editor) (E. J. Brill, Leiden 1988); Persisk-Dansk Ordbog (co-author),
(Denmark 1998); The West Iranian Dialects (vols. 1-4) co-author, (Royal
Academy of Sciences, Denmark 1991-1996); Religious Texts in Ilranian
Languages (co-editor) (Royal Academy of Sciences, Denmark 2004). And
articles in: //lustreret Religionshistorie (Copenhagen (1968); Theologische
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persecution. In this section of the book there are chapters by five leading
figures in Iranian Studies. Eliz Sanasarian compares the precarious case of
the Baha’i community in Iran with that of the country’s other ‘recognized’
and ‘unrecognized’ religious minorities; Abbas Amanat discusses the his-
torical roots of the persecution of the Babis and then the Baha’is in Iran,
and examines the complex intersection of the competing interests of the
clergy, the state and the mob in these attacks; Mohamad Tavakoli-Targhi
highlights the inseparability of the Islamist movement and anti-Baha’ism in
Iran, and shows how Islamist groups were particularly active in smaller
towns and villages where a sizeable number of the local population had
converted to the Baha’i Faith; H.E. Chehabi looks at the phenomenon of
secular anti-Baha’ism, particularly in the late Pahlavi period, and tries to
uncover why many Iranian intellectuals attacked the Baha’is in their works;
and, finally, Reza Afshari presents a detailed account of the persecution of
the Baha’is in Iran from shortly before the Revolution of 1978-79 until the
present day. Afshari shows how the persecution of the Baha’is in the Islamic
Republic has morphed over the past quarter of a century, and seems to have
moved on from a more violent period of detention, torture and summary
execution to one of more systematic denial of basic human rights, including
access to higher education.
Dominic Parviz Brookshaw and
Seena B. Fazel

Notes

1 This emigration was sizeable from the mid-1950s. In addition to persecution,
other factors that contributed included moving abroad to study, and to assist new
Baha’i communities (Momen 1991: 28).

2 Academic literature on the history of the Babi movement is more extensive (see
works by Amanat 1989, Momen 1981, Smith 1987).

3 The volume Iran im 19. Jahrhundert und die Entstehung der Baha’i- Religion (Biirgel
and Schayani 1998) only two essays on the history of the Baha’i Faith.

4 A notable exception is Smith 1987.

5 For example, Ibrahim, an Assyrian (Nestorian) priest, in Adharbayjan converted
(Momen 1998: 46).

6 One example is the reforms instituted in Mahfurtizak, which included the setting
up of a co-operative to sell cotton (Momen 1998: 41).

7 The first Western newspaper account of the Babi religion was an 1845 report in
The Times of London of Babi persecutions (cited in Momen 1981: 69).

Bibliography
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Cambridge University Press.

9780415356732_4_000.pm5 4 $ 3/7/07,10:18 AM



B TEEEE . [T [T

FOREWORD

were also a small number of conversions from among other groups, such as
the ‘Aliyullahis and Sufis.

The second theme is the contribution of the Baha’i community to the
wider life of the Iranian nation. Women played a prominent part in this and
Dominic Parviz Brookshaw explores the role that correspondence from
Baha’ullah and ‘Abdu’l-Baha to individual Baha’i women are likely to have
played in mobilizing Iranian Baha’i women to action both within their reli-
gious community and broader Iranian society as a whole. The Baha’i women
of Iran have been the subject of research interest before (e.g. Momen 2005;
Cole 1998) but this is the first close textual analysis of letters that were
addressed to individual women. Under this second theme, there are also
essays on the educational initiatives and health reforms pioneered by Baha'’is.
The importance of education is a significant theme in Baha’i texts, and
Baha’is founded a large number of schools throughout Iran in both major
urban centres as well as remote villages from around 1890 to 1930. In this
volume, Moojan Momen, for the first time, provides a comprehensive list
of these schools and discusses their innovative practices, which he argues
influenced state schools. The overwhelming majority of these Baha’i-run
schools (which were attended by boys and girls of all religious and ethnic
backgrounds) were closed by the Iranian government in 1934. Seena B.
Fazel and Minou Foadi write on Baha’i health reforms, and demonstrate
how Baha’is appear to have introduced an interesting range of novel initia-
tives from introducing showers into public bathhouses, to building hospitals
that hired women doctors to work in the specially built women-only wards.
There is considerable inter-relation between health and education reforms,
and many of the key health care professionals worked in the Baha’i-run
schools as well. In this section of the volume, Kavian S. Milani examines
the influence of Baha’i thought and the actions of individual Baha’is on the
Constitutional Revolution of 1906-1911. Ever since E.G. Browne wrote
on this at the time, there has been considerable speculation on the Baha’i
involvement. Milani discusses some Baha’i texts, which have not been fully
exploited by previous researchers. Milani highlights the changing attitude
of the Iranian Baha’i community to the Revolution, thereby questioning
attempts by other scholars to argue that the Baha’is adopted a monochrome
approach to the constitutional movement in early twentieth century Iran.
Other notable contributions of the Baha’is to Iranian society, that we have
not had the opportunity to discuss in this volume, include artistic and literary
ones, agricultural reforms,® and innovative business practices.

The third broad theme of this book is the persecution of the Baha’is. As
an article in the New York Review of Books put it in 1982, ‘the threat of
genocide hangs over the Baha’is of Iran’ — it has done so since its inception
and continues to do so (Kazemzadeh 1982: 43). Although this persecution
has drawn the attention of the Western media,’ few scholars working in the
field of Iranian Studies have chosen to write on the history or details of this

9780415356732_4_000.pm5 3 $ 3/7/07,10:18 AM



B TEEEE . [T [T

THE BAHA’IS OF IRAN

time may conceivably come when it will oust Mohammedanism from the
field in Persia’ (Browne 1918: 203; Curzon 1892: 503).

The Baha’it community of Iran grew steadily until the 1920s, and by the
late nineteenth/early twentieth century the Baha’is had embarked upon a
number of education and health initiatives, reflecting their confidence and
optimism for future expansion. In numerical terms, it is estimated that
there were at least 100,000 Baha’is in the 1880s, which represented 1-2 per
cent of Iran’s population of between 5 and 8 million at the time (Smith
1984). As the twentieth century unfolded, the proportion of Baha’is in the
population grew gradually smaller, especially after 1979 as the birth rate
among Baha’is was below the average and many Baha’is emigrated to the
West to escape persecution.! Nevertheless, it is estimated that there remain
at least 300,000 Baha’is in Iran today, equating to around 0.5 per cent of
the population.

In this volume of essays, our intention is to present a series of studies on
aspects of the social and historical development of Iran’s Baha’i community.
This volume addresses both a gap in academic literature on the Baha’i
Faith, and in the study of modern Iran in general. In contrast to a number
of important studies of history on the Babi movement,” English-language
scholarship on the history of the Baha’is of Iran is surprisingly limited.
There are very few books that contain chapters discussing the Baha’i com-
munity of Iran in any detail. One such volume is In Iran: Studies in Babi
and Baha’i History (Smith 1986).> A number of chapters in Cole’s Modernity
and the Millennium, and scattered articles in other volumes and journals are
noteworthy contributions, but even these have rarely dealt with the develop-
ment of the Iranian Baha’i community in the twentieth century.*

There are three broad themes to this volume. The first is conversion to the
Baha’i Faith. Although most Iranian Baha’is came from a Shi‘i background,
large numbers of Iranian Jews and Zoroastrians also converted — much to
the dismay of their clergy and the surprise of foreign commentators. That
Iranians from these ancient, persecuted, non-Muslim minority communities
would voluntarily convert to a new religion that emerged from a messianic
Shi‘i milieu and which was subject to even worse persecution is a phenom-
enon requiring serious study. Mehrdad Amanat explores the conversion of
Iranian Jews to the Baha’i religion, and presents new historical evidence to
suggest that social factors, rather than merely religiously-motivated ones,
were prominent in this process. In addition, Amanat provides for the first
time an overview of the geographic spread of these conversions, with par-
ticular reference to Kashan and Hamadan. Fereydun Vahman examines the
reasons Zoroastrians were attracted to the Baha’i teachings, and presents a
novel approach to this issue arguing for importance of the ‘Iranianness’ of
these teachings. Much fewer conversions among the Christians of Iran have
been noted,’ in part because they were less demoralised and more socio-
culturally separate than the Jews and Zoroastrians (Maneck 1993). There
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The Iranian Baha’i community emerged in the 1860s and 1870s out of the
remnants of the Babi movement. From the late nineteenth century to the
1920s, it expanded significantly in size and influence. A number of factors
are likely to have contributed to its growth. Written correspondence and
personal contact with the prophet-founder of the Baha’i Faith, Mirza
Husayn-‘Ali NtrT, Baha’ullah (1817-1892), and his eldest son and successor
as leader of the community, Mirza ‘Abbas Nuri, ‘Abdu’l-Baha (1844-1921)
provided encouragement to Iran’s Baha’is and co-ordination of the com-
munity’s activities.

Both in the thousands of letters Baha’ullah wrote to individual Baha’is
in Iran, and in his conversations with the many Iranian Baha’i pilgrims that
visited him in his successive exiles to Baghdad, Istanbul, Edirne and later
‘Akka, Baha’ullah urged his followers to unite, live moral lives, and pro-
pagate their religion both inside and outside of Iran. As Smith points out,
most of the Babis who survived the massacres and upheavals that ensued
after the public execution of their prophet, Sayyid ‘Ali-Muhammad Shirazi,
the Bab in Tabriz in 1850, became Baha’is: ‘Faced with a combination
of competent leadership, efficient communication, a reassertion of claims
to charismatic leadership, and an appropriate ideology, the Babis rallied to
Baha’u’llah’ (Smith 1987: 88).

The Iranian Baha’i community of the late nineteenth century was not
only drawn from the remaining Babi faithful, though. Baha’ullah encour-
aged his followers to travel to parts of the country where there were no Baha’is
in order to establish new local communities. With its mix of messianic and
modernizing beliefs, combined with the personalities of many enthusiastic
and charismatic teachers, the Baha’i Faith experienced a steady expansion
in its numbers during the lifetime of Baha’ullah. Foreign visitors attested to
this growth. In 1889, a British diplomat in Iran wrote to E.G. Browne of
the ‘increasing multitudes’ who were attracted to the Baha’i teachings, and
Lord Curzon, who was visiting Iran around that time, speculated that ‘If
Babism [Baha’ism] continues to grow at its present rate of progression, a
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